
SERMON 10.10.21:  “RESET BUTTON” 
 
SET UP: 
Have you ever had a bad case of the “I wants”?   
 
My dad used to tell me, “Robby, “you’ve got a bad case of the I wants?” or “you’ve got a bad 
case of the “what ifs”.  It was a like a bad case of the flu or measles, a sickness or problem.  
I didn’t view my case of the “I wants” as a problem, but my dad did and he had a cure for my 
bad case of the I wants.  It was a one-word solution.  NO!  A “bad case of the “what ifs” on 
the other hand was a little more difficult to cure.  I was usually worried about something.  
“What if this happens or that?”  My dad would try to encourage me to not think or worry 
about it too much, to stop worrying.  “It will be okay”, he would say. 
 
Okay, let’s get back to “I wants”. 
 
ILLUSTRATION:  RALPHIE’S OBSESSION W/RED RIDER BB GUN – OBSESSED! 
 
Like any kid, there was always something that I wanted, usually toys, sports equipment, 
animals (Pony, Hamster, Fish, Snake, Chickens), or to go somewhere and do something 
fun.  At Christmas time I would go through the Sears and JC Penney catalogs and circle the 
stuff I wanted, toys and athletic clothes (Football or Baseball jerseys, uniforms, helmets, 
etc.)   
 
If they ever asked me what I wanted, I always had a wish list ready at all times, 24/7 
365 days a year.  “Robby, do you want that?”  My response was usually, “YES AND that 
and that and that…” THERE WAS NO LIMIT to what I wanted.  As I told you last time I 
preached, I was a dreamer with BIG DREAMS! 
 
I didn’t always get what I wanted.  Sometimes, my parents did say no.  But, they did say 
yes sometimes.  Christmas time and birthdays were usually when my list of wants was 
granted to a higher degree, but it would have to last a while.   So preparation for those two 
big paydays was ongoing throughout the year because I wanted to rack up and get as much 
as possible on those two days. 
 
Well, Christmas circa 1979-80 all that came to a screeching halt.  It was a reset of 
sorts spiritually, economically, and from a personal growth perspective, my personal growth 
and maturity in particular.   I was 14 or 15, and growing a little too accustomed to getting 
things my own way or getting what I wanted.  In my dad’s view, my days of acting and 
thinking like a child needed were over.  I needed and upgrade in my software or way of 
thinking.  In other words, the wish lists needed to be DOWNSIZED.  It probably had 
something to do with the fact that the price tag on my wish list was getting larger too.  For 
whatever reason, my dad decided that it was time to clean the slate, make some attitude 
adjustments, and level the playing field that had tilted a little to far in my favor.  So my DAD 
HIT THE RESET BUTTON.  He “re-established” the relationship. 
 
Sometimes, we have to do that.  When our technological devices start behaving badly or 
are not functioning properly, we have to reset back to the FACTORY DEFAULT.  
 



From a spiritual perspective there is a factory default setting that God has installed 
on our operating systems, our hearts and minds, that keeps us on track.  When we 
get off track or out of sync with God's will or original plan, it's necessary to hit the 
reset button and get back to where God wants us to be. Sometimes God hits the reset 
button in obvious ways, but ultimately it's our decision whether we get back on track 
or not. 
 
No, I’ll admit that I was not a happy camper, I didn’t like the NEW ARRANGMENT.  
“NO”, is not what I wanted to hear.  But, It worked and I got the message for the most 
part. I still wanted stuff, but it was another lesson on LIMITATIONS.  Just like Clint 
Eastwood said in the movie Magnum Force, “A MAN”S GOT TO KNOW HIS LIMITATIONS.   
 
WAKE UP CALL: I had to start PAYING FOR WHAT I WANTED, responsibility and all that 
fun stuff.  It didn’t mean that I stopped wanting, but I HAD A CHANGE OF PERSPECTIVE. 
 

I had a small revival of the “I wants” when I got married.  Becky, my wife spoiled 
me a little, and would get me all kinds of cool stuff (Guitars, Amps, Game Systems, 
etc…), but as soon as that kid arrived, I was cutoff again.  KID’S! 

 
Just like my parents, GOD WANTS TO SAY YES.  He knows we have wants and desires.  
(Psalm 37:4, Luke 11:11, and John 10:10)  God wants to say yes, BUT SOMETIMES HE 
DOESN’T.  SOMETIMES, GOD SAYS NO!  NOT ALL OF OUR DESIRES SHOULD BE 
FULFILLED. 
  
For many, NO is a FOREIGN CONCEPT. In our current self absorbed, narcissistic, and 
selfish culture, there is an attitude of entitlement that not only should get everything we 
want, but we somehow we deserve it.  We want it all and we want it now.  There is AMPLE 
EVIDENCE IN THE OT that when humans get off track God hits the reset button. (Adam 
and Eve, Noah-The Flood, The children of Israel). 
 
Today, I just wanted to share THREE THINGS that help us get BACK ON TRACK-HIT 
THE RESET BUTTON. 
 
POINT #1 - JESUS:  “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” John 
10:10 NIV 
 
• God used His Son Jesus Christ to hit the reset button.  We needed help.  We needed a 

Savior.  Without Jesus there is no Christianity.  His life and sacrifice open the door for a 
closer relationship with THE FATHER.  His life was an example of what God wanted 
from us.  He taught us how to do it. 
 
“Jesus said, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and 
we will come to them and make our home with them. Anyone who does not love me will 
not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father 
who sent me.  “All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you.”  John 14:23-26 NIV 

 
POINT #2 -  HOLY SPIRIT:  The Holy Spirit is our advocate, our representative.  He 
was sent to TEACH US ALL THINGS.   



POINT #3:  GOD’S WORD:   
 
PASTOR MARK:  “The Bible is the #1 way God speaks to us.” 
 

“For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts 
and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. 
Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give 
account.“ Hebrews 4:12-13 NIV 

 
God’s word is “living and active”.  2 Timothy 3:16-17 tells us that 
 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the servant of God Or that you, a man of God, may 
be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17 NIV 

 
God breathed: "expresses the sacred nature of the Scriptures (their divine origin) and their 
power to sanctify believers".  Partnered with the HOLY SPIRIT, it is the number one way 
God speaks to us. 
 
When I study the scriptures, it OPENS ME UP.   I can try and may be relatively successful 
at hiding, rationalizing, denying, ignoring, or dismissing what the Holy Spirit is trying to teach 
me through this LIVING WORD, but as the writer of Hebrews says, “Nothing in all creation is 
hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to 
whom we must give account.“  I can’t hide my inner motivations and intentions. 
 
WE HAVE TO BE VERY CAREFUL HOW WE HANDLE IT, THE WORD OF GOD. 
• We can add too much to it, making it a more comfortable fit for “our truth” or ideology. 
• We can even mentally rip certain passages out of the Bible that we don’t want to 

hear, read, or think about because it may be God saying NO.   
 

“Now, Israel, hear the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that 
you may live and may go in and take possession of the land the Lord, the God of 
your ancestors, is giving you. Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract 
from it, but keep the commands of the Lord your God that I give you.”  Deuteronomy 
4:1-2 NIV 

 
“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15 
NIV 

 
• Too much adding and subtracting can lead to EXTREMEISM from all sides.  We 

are experiencing this extremism today. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:1-31 NIV 
 
BACKGROUND:  Corinth was a prosperous city, but also known for it’s immorality.  Some 
of the “immorality” had found it’s way into the church, and Paul is trying to help us and the 
Corinthians hit the reset button by reminding them of Israel’s failure. 



 
“Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on 
evil things as they did.”  1 Corinthians 10:6 NIV 
 
HE USES EXAMPLES AGAIN IN VERSE 11 

 
He encourages us and the Corinthians to “BE CAREFUL” 
• What we SET OUR HEARTS ON. (V.6).  If I have a bad case of the “I wants”, my 

heart is SET ON something.  I SEE IT. I WANT IT.  Setting our hearts or mind, a 
mindset, it’s set in place, WE HAVE ALREADY DECIDED.  MADE UP OUR 
MINDS. 

• Be CAREFUL that you do not fail or fall. (V.12) 
• FLEE or RUNAWAY from those desires that make us fall. 
 
PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO VERSES 23-24 

“I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the 
right to do anything”—but not everything is constructive. No one should seek their own 
good, but the good of others.” 1 Corinthians 10:23-24 NIV 

 
• All things are permissible, but not all things are beneficial. 
• All things are lawful, but not all things are expedient. 
• “Everything is permitted”, but not everything is helpful. 
• OUR CULTURE IS ALL ABOUT SEEKING “THEIR OWN GOOD”, what works for 

them, not necessarily what God wants. 
• We are reminded throughout the scriptures to BE CAREFUL, sometimes the 

things we do can cause others to STUMBLE.  
 
THERE IS A STANDARD/THERE IS AN EXPECTATION IN THIS PASSAGE: 
• “God was not pleased with most of them.” (v.5) 
• “We should not test Christ, (v.9) 
• “Are we trying to arouse the Lord’s jealousy?” (v.22) 
• In this chapter, Paul uses “Do not, should not, or cannot” 11 times. 
 
WE DON’T like TO HEAR THE word NO! 
 
That’s part of the reason why Christianity and the Bible are so unpopular.  God 
has a standard, an expectation, and sometimes He says NO.  There are some 
that think that the OLD TESTAMENT no longer applies today.  It’s not relevant 
and is out of context with our current culture.  If that’s the case then why do 
Jesus, Paul, and other New Testament writers quote it regularly?   Because it is 
still relevant and important. 
 
God loves us but he also requires holiness and godliness.  I wrote about it last week.  “Be 
holy, as I am holy.” 
 
PRECEPT MINISTRIES PLUMBLINE LOGO: 
 



A PLUMB LINE is a weight suspended from a string used as a vertical reference line to 
ensure a structure is centered.  We use measuring devices like this to be careful to GET IT 
RIGHT. 
 

“Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and 
increase and may enter and possess the land the Lord promised on oath to your 
ancestors. Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the wilderness 
these forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, 
whether or not you would keep his commands. He humbled you, causing you to 
hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors had 
known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of the Lord.”  Deuteronomy 8:1-3 NIV 

 
Here it is again:  “BE CAREFUL”  to what?  “FOLLOW EVERY COMMAND I AM GIVING 
YOU” 
 
The WORD OF GOD IS OUR PLUMBLINE – IT KEEPS US CENTERED.  IT IS THE 
RESET BUTTON when we got OFF TRACK.  It’s better if we do the RESETTING than 
waiting for God to do it.  When my dad hit the reset button, it got ugly.  (Christmas 
reset and discipline)  It was better if I did the resetting.  When God has to hit the reset 
button, especially in the OT, it got ugly.   
• We all have examples in our lives of God trying to GET OUR ATTENTION. 
• WE, meaning the human race IS NOT BEING VERY CAREFUL.  WE KEEP DRIFTING 

OFF TRACK.  THE QUESTION IS WHAT WILL IT COST TO GET US BACK ON 
TRACK.  WHEN WILL THE LORD SAY “ENOUGH” & HIT THE RESET BUTTON? 

 
Pray: 
 
Final Hymn:  Blue Hymnal 117 
 
BENEDICTION:  May God, the first and the last, the beginning and the end, the Alpha 
and the Omega, be with you now and forever.  Amen. 


